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References: (A) London's 4872; ;(B) London's 4884; (C) 

Department telegram 1484. 

Task Force VN 

British suggestions that we could "quietly increase" MAAG 
(reference A) and that "100 MAAG trainers" could easily be 
absorbed in MAAG ceiling (reference B) appear be based largely 
on misconception as to order of magnitude of required MAAG 
augmentation to carry out US efforts assist Viet-Nam, i.e., 
training and support 170,000 RVNAF (or more if agreed), 68,000 
CG and 48,000 self-defense corps. As reported Embassy telegram 
1803, Diem has suggested addition of up to 1,000 MAAG personnel. 
MAAG has recently sent to CINCPAC proposed personnel augmentation 
plan which calls for MAAG increase of 561 and envisages intro- 
duction of about 1,400 US logistical and support personnel. 

While above figures not firm and cannot be revealed to other 
governments, suggest it be made clear to British and others 
as appropriate that we thinking of introducting into Viet-Nam 
considerably more than 100 additional US military personnel, 
which scheduled for arrival in June - July, not only because of 
expansion of RVNAF and undertaking give military support to 
CG and SDC, but also because we going in at GVN request for 

much more direct training in contrast to MAAG's previously 
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| Also suggest it be pointed out that we will have Geneva Accord . 

] problems re equipment as well as personnel. Such problems 

| likely result from requirement for radar and possible other 

i types of equipment for which there no ICC credits and indications 

• that required quantities of equipment to support force increase 

j plus 68,000 CG plus self-defense corps will exceed existing ICC 

! credits for many items. In this connection should be pointed 

out to British that ICC controls in SVN of incoming shipments, - 
particularly by ship, so effective as to practically ensure 

introduction such materiel would come to notice of ICC. 

/ 

>/ 

In view their position as Geneva co-chairman, British reluctance 
approve open approach we have proposed could be anticipated. 
However, it is US which will bear brunt Communist propaganda if 
in following British proposal we permit ourselves be placed 
in defensive position of being hauled into ICC "court" on 
charges "gross violations" of Geneva Accord. Any ICC findings 
in this regard would of course be referred to co-chairmen. 

Thus, British would not be able to avoid problem, provide we 
mean to carry through on this necessary measure. We suggest 
that, contrary to British view of Indian reaction and reper- 
cussions at Geneva, denunciation Articles 16 and 17 could be 
used push USSR and Indians into action at Geneva on control 
mechanism for Laos by demonstrating US not willing be bound by 
ineffective agreement which applied to disadvantage our side. 
Would appear over-all political position of US at conference 
would be strengthened by this US action which demonstrates US 
means business in opposing Communist expansion in SEA and 
prepared openly and firmly take such action as it believes 
required to do the job. 

In light above we suggest that, despite any further British 
hesitation after further explanation among above lines, US 
proceed to approach India along lines originally intended. 

In meantime have requested GVN postpone sending note to ICC, 
not make approach to Indians in New Delhi nor make public 
announcement at present. GVN has agreed this temporary 
postponement . 
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